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Key Benefits

Backup times reduced by 50%

Strong deduplication with a
ratio of up to 100:1

Data storage capacity
increased by more than 50%

Low bandwidth requirements
for long-distance data
replication

Increased security with
ransomware protection, test
environment and reports

CASE STUDY

Nordex Simplifies Data
Management and

Reduces Backup Times
by 50% with Cohesity

As one of the world’s largest manufacturers of wind turbines, the Nordex Group
offers cost-efficient and high-performance platforms that generate electricity
from wind energy sustainably and economically in all geographical and climatic
conditions. For the globally active company headquartered in Hamburg, it is
becoming increasingly important to back up all data and be able to restore it
quickly if necessary. As the previous systems no longer met the requirements,
Nordex introduced a comprehensive solution for backup and restore based

on the Cohesity platform. This enables the company to meet the compliance
requirements of ISO 27001. At the same time, it benefits from unified, intuitive
data management with a single administrative interface.

Challenges

Renewable energies are contributing to the power supply in Germany and worldwide with an
increasing share. As a result, data is becoming increasingly important—even in the manufacture

of wind turbines. Accordingly, the accumulating information must be stored reliably and
comprehensively. In order to meet tight response times that this industry demands, Nordex needed
to resolve the difficulties that came with having an overly complex architecture, distributed data

“Cohesity’s comprehensive and flexible data management platform has
enabled us to significantly reduce our backup and recovery risks. The
solution provides consistent and smooth operations for all applications.
Thanks to its modular design, it can be successively expanded and adapted
to the respective requirements. In addition, we get a compartmentalised
area as a test environment and numerous options for data analysis.”

- Oliver Koop, Head of Corporate IT Systems Management, Nordex SE




across several locations, and the need to back up large volumes of
data. Data was stored by an external service provider on tape for
archiving. Restoring the data was only possible with a long lead
time—and also only from an entire volume, sometimes several
terabytes, not specifically from individual files. In addition, the few
physical rack-mounted servers still in use were not backed up at all.

Both the company’s own IT department and external auditors
pointed areas to improve in the course of the ISO 27001 certification.
Therefore, Nordex decided to introduce a comprehensive backup and
restore solution to bring it up to date. To do so, the company reviewed
solutions from various vendors and conducted Proofs of Concepts
(PoCs) with three platforms. “Cohesity convinced us with its superior
user interface as well as its clear, intuitive operation,” explains Oliver
Koop, Head of Corporate IT Systems Management at Nordex SE. “At
the same time, all systems could be secured from a single pane of
glass. Now, mutual geo-redundancy for data mirroring and backup of
more than one billion files is provided through various servers in each
of the central data centres of the company.”

Solution

As early as the PoC, Cohesity and IT partner SVA deployed HPE
hardware, which was later used and expanded for live operations.
The overall original source data has been reduced by around half
on Cohesity. This capacity reduction cuts backup time in half. For
some SQL server workloads, the data volume is even reduced by a
ratio of 100:1, and for VMware up to 60:1. In addition, since only the
file changes are transferred, low bandwidths are sufficient for data
replication between sites despite the long distance between the
different data centres.

Nordex now consolidates backups, file and object shares for
development, and testing and analysis on Cohesity’s web-scale data
management platform. Through the use of zero-cost clones, Nordex
for the first time has its own test data environment in a segregated
area for IT developers. This is becoming increasingly important as
Nordex focuses more and more on the further development of its

IT systems and has outsourced day-to-day operations to the service
provider Mindtree.

Cohesity DataProtect provides comprehensive protection for all data
sources on one platform, which is particularly useful in defending
against ransomware as it can be used for immediate, scalable data
recovery in any environment.
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Results

“With Cohesity, we can now back up volumes according to
different guidelines and in subsets,” says Oliver Koop. “In doing

so, individual files can be found specifically, for example, in
accordance with GDPR requirements. This gives us significantly
more flexibility. During backup operations, only the changes to the
files are backed up and replicated. This significantly reduces the
time required for backup and transfer. We also benefit from daily
reports: this allows us to quickly check when the last backup ran
and whether it worked correctly.”

Due to Cohesity's intuitive and easy-to-use interface, data
management has become much easier. The solution works smoothly
and has significantly reduced the risk of data loss. In addition, its
modular design allows it to be expanded step-by-step with new
functions, scaled to Nordex's 110 worldwide locations and customised
for each region.

“Cohesity has brought us up-to-date in terms of backup and restore,”
sums up Oliver Koop. “At the same time, we are equipped for future
tasks. We will also leverage Cohesity to back up other systems such
as SAP HANA in Azure, as well as Exchange Online mailboxes or
Microsoft 365 applications including SharePoint and Teams. Other
applications such as data analysis, disaster recovery, Backup as a
Service, and the migration of file services to the Cohesity platform
are also possible moving forward. Here, we benefit from the very
fast ticket processing and the excellent cooperation directly with
Cohesity's experts.”

Overall, Cohesity offers many benefits, including:
* Backup times reduced by 50%
* Strong deduplication with a ratio of up to 100:1
* Data storage capacity increased by more than 50%
* Low bandwidth requirements for long-distance data replication

* Increased security with ransomware protection, test
environment and reports
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About Nordex SE

The development, production, project development and maintenance
of onshore wind turbines have been the core competence and passion
of the Nordex Group and its more than 8,300 employees worldwide
for 35 years. Since the merger with Acciona Windpower in 2016, the
Nordex Group as a global player is one of the largest manufacturers
of wind turbines worldwide. Nordex SE is a listed company and its
shares (ISIN: DEOOOAOD6554) are listed on the TecDAX and MDAX of
the Frankfurt Stock Exchange. The Company’s headquarters, where
the members of the Management Board as well as the central Group
functions are located, is in Hamburg.

Learn more at

COHESITY

© 2022 Cohesity, Inc. All rights reserved.
Cohesity, the Cohesity logo, SnapTree, SpanFS, DataPlatform, DataProtect, Helios, and other Cohesity marks are trademarks or registered trademarks of Cohesity, Inc. in the US and/or internationally. Other company and

product names may be trademarks of the respective companies with which they are associated. This material (a) is intended to provide you information about Cohesity and our business and products; (b) was believed to be
true and accurate at the time it was written, but is subject to change without notice; and (c) is provided on an “AS IS” basis. Cohesity disclaims all express or implied conditions, representations, warranties of any kind.

Cohesity.com | 1-855-926-4374 | 300 Park Ave., Suite 1700, San Jose, CA 95110 5000103-001-EN 7-2022



http://www.cohesity.com
https://cohesity.co/3gMtHk8
https://cohesity.co/30xoSWl
https://cohesity.co/3ikQu7j
https://cohesity.co/33y7y5p
https://www.cohesity.com

